HANS BAKKER

PART I

the history of Ayodhya
from the 7th century BC 1o the middle of the 1
g its development
into a sacred centre with special reference 10 the
Ayodhyamahatmya
and to the worship of Rama according to the
Agastyasamhita
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244 Chapter 44

pond has no gh&}s and no pilgrims were seen taking a bath in its water. On its southern side

are two Muslim tombs of which one is in ruins. At its SW corper, on the other side of the

road-crossing [(Tuls

Toxs

[ +p.24'|]

atah param pravaksyami
tIrtham anyad aghapaham/
1uttara rukminikundat
:hqirndakam iti smrtam//1//
ksirodakam idam sthanam
aaruadu@khaughanééanam/
:puré dagaratho raja
| putrestim nama namatah//2//
cakara vidhivad yajnam
~zrtham yatra casakrt/

kratum samapayamasa

sanando thridakgiqam//B/l
yajiante kratubhuk tatra
martiman samadgéyata/

haste hi hemapatram ca
havipplrnan anuttamam//4//
tasmin havisi samkrantam
vaisgnavam teja uttamam/
caturvidham vibhajyaiva
patnibhyo ‘dat sa pérthiva@/!ﬁ/l
yatra tatk@irasa@préptir
jata paramadurlabha/

\ Tradakam iti khyatam

tat tirtham bhuvi paprathef/ﬁ)/
Iudaksnébhi?ikta@ ca

uttamam ca phalapradam/
taira snatva naro dhiman

vi |/ tendriya adarat//7//

1¢b. om.CK. cd. CK janmasthanad agni-
ko tirthaksivodakam mahat. d. Oz sma-
5 Za.' 012 ‘i:dcqﬂ:_ﬂ it1. d. Oz pu-
irest 1. cd. CK atrd raja dadaratho pu-
y 7 7. 3-Bab. om.CK.

tatem .

1 krtavan pura. =}
tratum. d. Oz % dakginan.
. ,atam, O samadrsyate.

I pas Marg) stands the Ksireévara temple (see AM 45).°

{ +p.343)

agastya uvaca/

tIrtham anyat pravaksyami
ksIrodakam iti smrtam/
sItakundac ca vayavye
vartate guqaaundaram//1//
puqyaikanicayasthénaq
sarvadubhhawinééanam/

pura dasaratho raja
putrestim nama namatah//2//
cakara vidhivad yajfiam
putrartham yatra cadarat/
kratum samapay amasa

sanando bhiridaksinam//3//
yajAante kratubhuk tatra
mirtiman samadréyata/

haste kgtuS hemapatram
havihpOrnam anuttamam//4//
tasmin havisi samkIrnam
vaisnavan teja uttamam/
caturvidham vibhajyz- =
patnibhyo dattavan ngpab//S//
yatra tatkgirasa@préptir
jata paramadurlabha/
ksIrodakam 1ti khyatam

tat sthanam papanasanam//6//
udakenabhivyaktam ca
uttamam ca phalapradam/
tatra snatva naro dhiman

v ‘itendriya adarat//7//

Sduniihham. d. 01A bhuvi paprathe: G,%hyﬁ— =

tim ogatak. 7b. O1A sarvottamaphala . d.

0 adarat.
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% gl evidence.

'. ‘mes: 01 14.25cd-34cd: O 14.25¢cd-tleds A 14.25cd-34cd; C 5.34ab-3B6ed; K T ;4ab-36cd;

.'1.ab—acd; om.BP. > - o o - = o
}1a55,Lit.: Cp. Ram. 1.14-15; Raghuncvhaprasada'a SMC p.32 (chira sagara)l.
fod.Lit. sItaram 1933,79.

|
{8
I} ation.
l : oA = At present
sasthanal Janmasthana
[E:Svarqakhani) Svarpaknani
| T X, Dhanayaksa ,/// 5itakunda Dhanayaksa /- sitakunda
| Rukminikunda
'=%Rukmiqikugqﬂ

¢K§{rudaka pond lies on the gastern side of the TulsI DAs mainrgad, to the north of

ad that leads to Ayodhy& Station and which joins the Tulsi Das road at the SW corner

g pond. On the north side of the pond stands the Birla Mandir.

jal feature.

The pond is particularly recommended to those who long for a son.

fival.
vina,u.,11 (Papankuga). On this day RSma's return from Lafika and N

lsbrated ('Bharata Milapa'l.

4 5F the content.
ng th the AM this is the
aérfiga on Dasaratha’s request (cp. Ram.

r
ice performed by Dasaratha that preceded the Putres

place where the Putreg?i sacrifice was parform
1.14; Bulke 1971,313ff.). The Aévamedha

hern bank of the Sarayl river (Ram.
Makhasthana (see AM 76). Obviously it was thought that the Putresti was performed

the return to Ayodhya at the end of the pévamadha (cp. Ram. 1.14.1Ff.). During the

3 Visnu appeared in the sacrificial fir
| — in AM called havis and ksira (which embo
vam tejas) — which, given by him to his four wives, impre
©p. Ram. 1.15.9-28). The pond obviously derive

kgiiadaka. milk-water or milk tank].

situsticn.

.-in of the pond covers a rather large ares on the south side of the centre of

art of it is brought under cultivation and is flooded only in th

is meeting of Bharsata

ed by the

11 was said to have taken place on

1.41.15, 1.13.1) and this place is known to the

e and offered to Dasaratha the payasa (Ram.
dies the essence/seminal fluid of Visnu:
zznated thea with their divine

s its name from this myth (payasa, rice-

g rainy season. The



